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EARL OF 


CLANBRASSILL 


My Lok p, 

Y writing to you at this Time, I 
mean not to pay you any flattering 
Compliment : Your Virtue I know 
would deſerve it, but your 
Senſe would not bear it ; what I m- 
tend, is only to offer to the Public 


ſome Remarks upon the Subject of the  follow- 
ing Diſcourſe, compoſed, I imagine, in the true 
Spirit of Chriſtianity, and calculated to give Aid 


to the Scheme you are upon. 
144 wa 
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In the Form your Bill now appears, from the 
Pains you have taken to rid it of all the mate- 
rial Objections that were formerly made to it, we 
are reaſonably to preſume, that no one whoſe 
Voice is of any Significance; will riſe up to op 
poſe it ; the Condition we are in, growing daily 
from bad to worſe, calls loudly, Br ſome Me- 
thod or other to weed out thoſe peſtilent Tares 
which choke all the good Seed ſown ; and the 
more ſo, that every Thing which hath hitherto 
been tried, Hath proved ineffectual. Mhracles 
from Heaven to interpoſe in our Behalf, we, are 
not to expect; if ſuch Interpoſitions were upon 
any Account to be hoped for, I doubt whether 
we are good enough to deſerve them; either 
therefore we mean to go to Perdition, or we will 
try what you have propoſed. 


This little Iſland, is the only, Corner of Ex- 
rope, in which, my Lord, I imagine, it can be 
ſaid, that the cool Methods of Law and Reaſon 
had any Share in bringing on, or much in for- 


: 


warding the Reformation : In all other. Parts, it 


made a Way for itſelf, by a Spirit of Enthuliafm ; 
which gives the Reaſon, why its Progreſs quick 
and ſurpriſingly rapid in ſome, hath here been fo 
Now : The ſame Spirit I know, getting Vent, 
and let looſe, might even now, as heretofore, be 
ſtill an Overmatch for Popery, arreſt its Progreſs, 
and controul every Power that ſupports it : But 
as we well. know, from what Quarter that Wind 
muſt blow, and that riſing to the Height neceſ- 
fary to effectuate the Purpoſe, there is no Like- 
lihood that it would bring with it, or after it, 
any ſuch Order and Diſcipline, as a wiſe Man 
would chuſe to live under; it is better I con- 

* ceive 


DEDICATION v 
cetre to avoid tampering in that Way, and to 
go on as we have begun: If it do 9 
orward ſo faſt, or irreſiſtably, becauſe ev 
of Hot is liable to be 9 
to be defeated by another; yet 
— of ling the good Things we alrea- 
dy poſleſs, of having them fraudulently ſtolen, or 
violently . ͤ IRNOIOTy, B3p 
the. Way we are going, ost 


© In the Light: in which your Scheme appears to 
me; the Interruptions it may meet with, will ariſe 
either from the Unwillingneſs of Papiſts to 
ſubmit to it, or from the Remiſſneſs and Languor 
of Proteſtants to carry it into Execution: One 
will operate moſt at firſt ſetting out, but will 
probably abate, as the Thing goes on: The 
other 1 ear angy” attend N eee 


its Progreſs. 


- Among the firſt, 3 hach, 1 bad. 
already been given, and Ways are contriving to. 
prevent this Bill from paſling into a Law ; Where- 
to their Hopes are pointed, on whom or on 
what they » I know not; but it is proper 
to warn them, what the Conſequences of ſuch a 
Meaſure may be; that it will only expoſe them 
to a juſt Reſentment, that may draw upon them 
much greater Severity: They are to conſider, 
and it is kind to call upon them to conſider it, that 
this Scheme is calculated to do them Servi 
to better their State, to make them firſt 
and ſafe, and afterwards eaſy and happy: 
Wiſdom therefore will be to co- operate and help 
it on; by acting thus, they may be intitled to 
greater Indulgence and more Favour ; by a per- 
| LEY what they have to look. 3 
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vi DEDICATION. 
only more Oppreſſion, and greater Reſtraint 2 
In Attempts of this Kind, — have formerly, it 
is true, too well ſucceeded, and this perhaps it is, 
that tempts them to try it again; but the Seaſon 
and Circumſtances, Abroad and at Home, are 
very different, and none very promiſing to flat- 
ter their Hopes: The very Condition and Cha- 
racter of our Chief Governor, if no more were in 
the Way, may tell them, that they are idle and 
vain : He would not, I imagine, endure to be 
ſo treated, to have any Thing that paſſed here 
with his Concurrence and Approbation, defeated 

by any clandeſtine Meaſures of theirs; from fuch 
Fears we are effectually ſecured, by the Reſpect, 
we know, he will always bear, as well to our In- 
tereſt as to his own Character. _ rv 
Be this, my Lord, as it may, what I chiefly 


fear, is not ſo much the Oppolition of Enemies, 
as the Indiſpoſition and Remiſſneſs of Friends. A 


Fear of the firſt, would imply ſuch Weakneſs in 


the Government, as is not to be ſuppoſed; if we 
are hearty and reſolved, we can never want Power 
to carry it into Execution: For as ſoon as the 
Law is paſſed, every neceſſary Method will be 
adviſeable, and the Government that will ſuffer 
itſelf to be controuled or inſulted, in the Exe- 
cution of it's own Laws, deſerves it. 


But my Fears of the other, are, I doubt, but too 
well grounded; for to me it looks as if ſome Peo- 
le had already reſolved to have no Hand in it, 
om the Manner in which they are pleaſed to 
reaſon againſt it. 


People I find in Opinion; that the Indulgence 
given to Roman CATHOLICS by this Bill 1s too 
h I great ; 


- 
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at : It is, in their Senſe,” not only a legal 
Foleration but in a manner a kind of Civil Eſta- 
bliſhent of the Popiſh Religion, and this they are 
afraid will make them more infolent, and leſs 
obedient to the Laws'than they were before. 


As to what is implied in the latter Part of the: 


Objection, it cannot, I would think, be the Senſe. 
or age of any one, who hath read over the 


Bill. But that it is a Kind of Legal Toleration I 
ant: And this to me is one excellent and forcible 
eaſon for helping it on. To ſuch I would chuſe to 

reply, as we do to Papiſts, they know not what manner 

Spirit they are of : For I defy any Man to aſſign a 

eaſon for denying to Papiſts the free Exerciſe of 
their Religion, by which they would not be juſtified 
for denying it to us, where- ever the Power is in 
their Hands. | | 


But if a Toleration be all that is intended, where 
is the neceſſity for this Law? They have that al- 
ready, by Conntvance. It is true; and this being, 
ſo, makes the Law adviſeable, tho' no more could: 
be urged in it's Favour: Why? becauſe a Tolera- 
tion by Law implies, . that we are right, that we 
think ourſelves ſo, that we are acting upon Princi- 
ple, and mean to do good to ourſelves and to them : 
Whereas a Toleration by Connivance implies, that 
heretofore we had acted wrong, that we had 
dealed hardly by theſe People, that our Paſſions 
and Prejudices had carried us too far; in Fact, 
that our Laws were unjuſt: So that upon this 
Footing, the Queſtion will only be, whether it is 
beſt to act honeſtly and openly, in a Way we 
know to be right, and can always avow, or in a 
Way that we may ſometimes be obliged to diſown, 
and often to recede from. Hence my Lord, I take 


it, 


viii DEDICATION: 
it, the Reaſoning is ſo ſtrong in it's Favour, that 
the beſt, perhaps only Reaſon that can be given, 
why it hath been reſerved fo long to do Honour to 
Your Lordſhip's Virtue and good Senſe, is, that no 
one before had ever ſeriouſly thought of the Matter, 
had been able ſo to unwind himſelf from his-own 
ate Prejudices, his Paſhoris and Intereſts, as to 
attentive to publick Welfare. A8 


But whatever ſome Proteſtants may think of it, 
Papiſts I doubt will be in Opinion, that the Tole- 
ration given by this Bill is ſtill too little; and the 
Certainty of this methinks, ſhould be a Motive to: 
every Proteſtant, not only to help it on, but by 
ſome prudent Mean, when it comes into the Com- 
' mittee to make it yet more palatable, A Rent in 
the Coat, they will think as bad as taking away 
the whole, not a Tag or a Fringe will they part 
with if they can help it; they muſt have all their 
Fopperies and Fooleries, or they will think them- 
ſelves ill-treated : and here the Difficulty will be to 
convince them that they are wrong; that by 
cramping and reſtraining them in ſome Things we 
neither intend nor do them any Injury; for tho” 
theſe are no parts of Religion, and even theirs may 
ſubſiſt without them, by long Uſe they are grown 
fond of them, and will probably, too many of them 
reckon that upon retaining of them, the very 
Life and Exiſtence of it depends. 


Could theſe poor People (for pitiably Poor and 
Blind and Naked, the generality of them are) be 
brought to think and to reflect, to follow the Di- 
vine Jaſtrudtion, to try the Spirits whether they be of 
God, to compare the ſalutary ſaving Doctrines of 
our Church, with the Idle Superſtitions and Abſur- 
dities of their own, the Proſpect of 3 

em 


DEDICATION 5 
them would not be ſo diſtant, as by their Back - 
wardneſs and Obſtinacy it is: But whether they 
will bear, or whether they will forbear, we are 
right to remind them, that by this neceſſary 
Meaſure, we ac in no reſpect, contrary to the 
Spirit of our own Religion, tender and indulgent 
as it is; for as a Sect differing from the eſtabliſh- 
ed Religion, though the Purity of their Faith and 
Worſhip were greater than it is, all that they 
can juſtly claim, all that they have a Right to ex- 
pect, is the Privilege of aſſembling to Worſhip in 
their own Way ; to be allowed Places and Prieſts 
for religious Offices, and that one and the other, 
as long as their Behaviour is peaceable and proper, 
ſhall be unmoleſted and ſafe. n 6 


Allowing them a Succeſſion of Prieſts, and not 
allowing them at the ſame Time Biſhops, a com- 
petent Number to keep up the Succeſſion, may 
be thought a Hardſhip, and perhaps a Defect in the 
Bill: Becauſe it is of the Eſſence of their Religi- 
on, and: the want of them may put them under 
Inconveniencies intolerable in their Way ; having 
no Seminaries here for the Education of Prieſts, 
the Supplies muſt come from Abroad, and may, it 
is true, be ordained there; but as they are preclu- 
ded from coming till the Vacancy happens, where 
the Diſtance is ſo great, the Intermiſhon by Delay 
may be longer than is reaſonable. Whether pub- 
lic Wiſdom may think fit to alter this, I cannot 
ſay, but this 1s properly mentioned in An- 
ſwer to ſuch, as think allowing a Succeſſion, in 
any way, an Objection to the Bill, and the Objec- 
tion, I own, is of ſuch a Nature, as to raiſe Sur- 
prize, but hardly to deſerve any Anſwer : But as 
to the Papiſts, they are to be told, that an inde- 
finite Number of Prieſts of certain Orders, In- 

b ſtitutions, 
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ſtitutions, Habits, and Names, is no Part of Re- 
higion at all, not neceſſary in any, of modern 
Date ; the corrupt Additions of later Times, which 
Chriſtianity hath nothing to ſay to, oppreſſive to 
their own Flocks, and Snares to ours, and that if 
they will go on, hardning themſelves, and delyd- 
ing the People, what we have to do, is to look to 
ourſelves, and with united Vigour, to preſs for- 
ward to the Point in View, upon the Plan you 
have propoſed ; to undo theſe heavy Burde ns, to 
let theſe Oppreſſed go free, is an act of Kindneſs 
and Charity ; and I have no doubt, if this laudable 
Scheme . can be. carried into Execution, but that 
the Bulk of theie poor People, now ſmarting and 
groaning under this galling Yoke of Servitude, will 
in a little Time, thank their Benefactors for rid- 
ding them of it, and that I ſhalllive to hear them 
gratefully acknowledging their Obligations to you 
their Deliverer, celebrating your Name for this 
Act of Grace, extolling the Wiſdom that contriv- 
ed it, the good Heart from whence ir flowed, the - 
fine manly. Senſe, good Temper and Equanimity 
with which it was conducted. 


Let us talk and object, my Lord, as we will, till 
this Cord is untwiſted, by which we and they draw 
Ways, till we can get rid of. theſe Sedu- 

cers, theſe Incendiaries and Foſterers of Sedition, 
the Fryars and Regulars, it is idle to think that 
we ſhall ever be able to maſter that Spirit, which 
alienates and keeps them at a Diſtance; Then, 
and not till then, our Tefiderneſs and Charity will 
operate to Effect. Till then, even our Charter- 
Schools, ſo pious and laudable in their Deſign, 
will I fear have but little Effect. Some Good they 
have done, and more I truſt in God they will do, 
but, at beſt, they are but a flow Remedy, and 78 
| e 
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ble to be defeated by many Contingencies ; and 1 
may be excuſed for obſerving, what I know to be 
true, that the Papiſts laugh and make Sport of 
them. The Pains taken on our Side to give them 
| Succeſs, have awakened great Diligence on the 
F other ta prevent it, and whether the Odds, ſince 
f their Commencement, of Loſs on one, or Gain 
N on the other, be yet in our Favour, I have much 
| Reaſon to doubt; when we are told of ſo many 
Children annually educated and ſent out to Ap- 
1 we are apt to reckon that it is great 
y in- ours, without recollecting that there is a 
large Draw-back on the other: One Head of a 
Family gained to them, ſuch Shoals go along with 
them, will make up for a Dozen in our Way; and 
it is remarkable, that: their Pains are ſpent moſtly 
on the Adult, who once proſelyted never revert ; 
they have Ways too, to lead captive filly Women, 
that the Teachers of Truth deſpiſe and can ne- 
ver digeſt; and many of theſe Children, by fal- 
ling, after they are out of our Care, into theWay of 
their Relations and Priefts frequently relapſe. Be- 
ſides, my Lord, as Things now ſtand, the eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy, by the Inequality of their Num- 
bers, are not Matches for them, nor ever will, till 
their Churches are 'rebuilded, and they have 
Houſes to live in; till this is done, whatever Ex- 
pence we are at, we ſhall too probably find that 
we are throwing it away ; then indeed having more 
Power, more Wealth, and more Knowledge, the 
Opportunities of awing ſome, and winning upon 
others, will render them inexcuſable, if, inſtead of 
loſing any committed to their Truſt, they do not 
| gain ſome, ls 


. ex ** 


In fine, my Lord, as often as I conſider the 
Seheme now before us, either in a religious, or a 
political 


- 
0 — CG oe AO 00 APES AO ns — 


x1 DEDICATION. 
political View, I own myſelf exceedmgly in love 
with it; It is Noble, and it is Rational, and I be- 
ſeech Almighty God to give it Aid, and to proſ- 
per it: I have no way of promoting it, but by 
eaſon, and by Argument, and affectionate Ad- 
dreſs, in which way, I have here thrown in my 
Mite into the common Treaſury, and hope to be 
excuſed : Whether there is any Thing in it, that 
may recommend it to your Notice, I preſume 
not to ſay ; but ſure I am that there is ſomething 
in it, that deſerves theirs, the Roman Catholicks, 
and if read and conſidered by them, might do 
them much Good: My Reaſon for addreſſing it to 
you, beſides others that are obvious, was to teſtify 
the Reſpect I have for your Perſon, and the Defire I 
have to live in your Eſteem ; the many agreeable 
Specimens you have given of great Powers of Un- 
derſtanding, and a generous diſintereſted Intent 
to do Good to your Country, and to Mankind, de- 
ſerve higher Encomiums, a Tribute more honorary 


than I have Ability to pay: What is offered if fa- 


vourably accepted, will do Honour to your Lord- 
8 25, 
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Moſt Obedient 
And Devoted Servant, 
rer 
a5 1 I» 
Dublin, Nov. 4th, [ 17 N NO 5 | 
1757. , Vero mY f 
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Friendly Call, & = | 


Rx v. xvii. 4. 


And I heard another Voice from Heaven, ſay- 

ing. Come out of Her my People, that Ye be 
not Partakers of Her Sins, and that N re- 
cerve not of Her Plagues. | 


SEAS have a Direction of the ſame Kind, 
ECM ith little difference of Expreſſion in the 
ad. Epiſtle of Paul to the Corinthians, 

J Ul K But I have made choice of this Text; 
MASS becauſe, the beſt Expoſitors, are agreed 
dat the political Body or Perſon deſcribed 

in this and the foregoing Chapter, from which the Peo- 


ple of God are here commanded to ſeparate, is the 
Church of Rome in her corrupt Antichriſtian *State : 


And 


- © Our Modern Hutchin/onians, are very angry with the Re- 
formed for applying what is ſaid in the Scriptures about Anti- 
chriſt, c. to ope, c. for this Reaſon, that hereby out 
Reconciliation with the Chur 


ch of Rome is rendered impracti- 
cable: without obſerving 3 ſincere Proteſtant, I now 
5 5 | w 


4 DT: r 8 4 


$a if Expoſitors had not remarked this, the ſpiritual 
yranny erected by the Popes is ſo plainly deſcribed in 
the Prophecies of the new Teſtament, that he would. 

de juſtly ſuſpected of ſecretly favouring the Popiſh Re 
| | | gion, who after — them, would ſcruple 
to write Myſtery over the Triple Crown, and pronounce 


| him who wears it to be the Man of Sin. 


—— — 


| What is intended here by receiving of her Plagues, 
is not ſo clear: The Word ſo tranſlated ſignifies Stripes 
| or Chaſtiſement, and in Scripture the Puniſhments in- 
l fited for Sin, are often called Plagues : But whether 
as ſome Commentators think, they have been already 
inflicted, or are ſtill reſerved in the Counſel and Decree 
of God for her; I confeſs myſelf in the dark : 'That 
| ſhe hath been the Spring of ſo many Plagues to the 
World, particularly to thoſe who refuſe to partake in 
her Sins, as to make it juſtifiable, and Duty in every 
one to ſeperate from her, and to exhort others to da 
the ſame, we well know: The fingle Inſtance which 
this Anniverſary is deſigned to recal to our Memory, 
(tho? numberleſs others, equally affecting? from the 
Hiſtories of the laſt ten or twelve Centuries might 
be produced) witneſſeth for the Truth of this Ob- 
ſervation: For it is one that can never be reconciled 
to any Principle of Humanity or Religion, and ſuch as 
could have ariſen only from the fouleſt Abuſe and 
Corruption of both. 8 | 


iT 

is 

| 

; : n . , t 
- 

. 

' 


| will ever wiſh or endeavour a Reconciliation upon the Terms 
4 they have propoſed, which is by giving up the Scripture of the 
'' New Teſtament following Tradition, Ge. I ſhall only fay, 
that if Proteſtants are miſtaken or have done wrong in this, 
It is their's the Hutchin/onian's Buſineſs, by a clear, and proper 
Explanation of the Prophecies, to ſhew, to what other Perſon, 
Power or Body politick, they belong, and ought to be applied: 
for if the Senſe of them given by Proteſtants, be not the true 
one, I, for my Part, know not what it is, and muſt contented- 
ly reſt in that generally received, till I find a better: whenever 
they are pl to give us a different Expoſition, Men 
Learning will undoubtedly give it the Attention it deſerves. 
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It is 4 diſagreeable Obſervation if it be true, that, 
Notwithſtanding the Shocks it has received, and the 
glaring Obligations that every other Power on Earth is 
under to oppoſe and ſuppreſs it: Vet that the Intereſts 
of this Kingdom of Darkneſs, are rather advancing and 
thriving, than dwindling or going to Decay, and even 
in theſe Kingdoms gathering Strength, by a gradual _ 
Increaſe in Numbers of it's Votaries: Hence too, 
another Obſervation ſtill more affecting ariſes; viz. 
That whilſt the Number of Papiſts is ſo great, the Rights 
and Intereſt of Proteſtants can never be ſecure : Be- 
cauſe every Papiſt is in Fact the Slave of the Pope, and 
for that Reaſon can never be a ſafe Subject to any Pro- 
teſtant Prince: By owning SubjeQion to a foreign Po.]. - 
er, they implicitly renounce Allegiance to the Govern- 
ment under which they live, and where the Subjection 
owned, is a Subjection of Conſcience (the Spring of all 
Obedience) there can be little Reaſon to hope that the 
natural rightful Maſter ſhall be heard, and obeyed: In 
Caſes where the other is pleaſed to call off, and give con- 
trary Orders, he can have no equal Hold : For at the 
ſame Time that the others controuls them by ſtronger 
Terrors, So he claims a Power of abſolving them from 
contrary Obligations; neither Nature nor Compact can 
bind, when he is diſpoſed to cancel : And he who is once 
perſuaded, that the Pope, or any other Creature is 
veſted with ſuch Power, hath thenceforward one: Ma- 
ſter, whom he knows, he will, and muſt obey in Pre- 
ference and Contradiſtinction to all others, and is a Fool 
if he afterwards think of any Power or Privilege in- 
hering in himſelf, 


To be tied by Conſcience to act one Way, and drawn 
Intereſt to af another : To be ſo blind as never to ſee 
where that Intereſt lies, and ſo perverſe as never to cbuſe it. 
To be awed at all Times from ſeeking better Information, 
and by that Awe dragged contrary to every natural, and 
| ſocial Obligation; is a State of Wretchedneſs, .that no ather 
People upon Earth, except the Natives of this Kingdom, tie 
iber are or perbaps can be ſubject ta, p 
B 2 Whoever 
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- Whoever conſiders them in this View, will unavoid- 
ably feel ſome Diſtraction from diſagreeing Paſſions and 
Motives ; ſometimes Reſentment will fill his Breaſt, and 
juſtifiable Prudence —— Severity and great Re- 
ſtraints: At others, Compaſſion will take Place, and 
Charity adviſe more Tenderneſs, than perhaps may be 
conſiſtent with Self-Preſervation: , Paſt Practices, will 
juſtify almoſt any Harſhneſs in our Treatment of them ; 
and the Hope of reclaiming. them to a better Senſe, per- 
ſuade to new Trials by Gentleneſs and Indulgence : In 
one - Way we are in Danger of violating the Precepts 
of Religion, and the Principles of Nature, and in the 
other of loſing the choiceſt temporal Bleſſings and Pris 


vileges we have. 


Theſe, I ſay, are perplexing Conſiderations, but leav- 
ing them for the preſent, let us attend to the Inſtruc- 
tion of my Text, to learn what that requires of us. 


This may be thought to lie within a very. ſmall Com- 
paſs, becauſe no more is expreſſed than ſimply to de- 
art from the Communion of this antichriſtian Church. 
But as by every Rule of reaſonable Interpretation, he 
that preſcribes the End is ſuppoſed to preſcribe the 
Means, we muſt of. Neceſſity infer that every rational 
Method of ſecuring and. perpetuating that End was in» 


tended. 


Let us then conſider, what was moſt likely the End 
intended by the Divine Wiſdom in this Command, for 
what is mentioned in the Text, I apprehend is not ſo 
much the End, as the Reaſon or Motive to excite and 
carry us on to the Execution of it. | 


Now this can be none other than what St. Paul tells 
us, Tit. ii. was the End of the whole Chriſtian Diſpen- 
ſation, viz. to redeem us from all Iniguity, and purify un- 
to - bimſelf, a peculiar People zealous of good Works, But 
this.is an End which bare departing from the Communi- 
on of an idolatrous Church cannot ſecure : It LE | 

| 8 


| 1 
Beginning, and one very uleful Step gained; and 
wel ſingle Perſon, or any collective Body of Chriſti- 
ans may do this, and yet. retain a great deal of that, 
from which they ought to purge and purify themſelves ; 
they may bring with them ſtained and ſpotted Garments, 
Opinions and Cuſtoms, ſuch as may in a great Meaſure - 
defeat the Purpoſes of their Separation; may give thoſe 
from whom they have ſeparated great Advantages againſt 
them in all future Controyerſies about the Objects of 
Faith, and Modes of Worſhip, and many plauſible To- 
pics of Perſuaſion to harden others againſt Converſion 3 
to charge them with humourous Pride, and differing 
only for. differing Sake; with holding out Pretences 
which they. are not able to make good, or do not be- 
| lieve, or are careleſs about. There are many Inſtances, 
in which this may happen; as when ſome corrupt Prac- 
tices are diſclaimed,. and pleaded as the juſtifiable Cauſes 
of Separation, if the Principle upon which they were at 
firſt: introduced, and have ever ſince been ſucceſsfully 
maintained is ſtill kept up and adhered to; in that Caſe 
the Evidence that Party is ſincere will not be fo 
clear and ſatisfactory as might be wiſhed : Strong Suſ- 
picions will ariſe, that a Zeal for Godlineſs, an Attach- 
ment to Truth and Virtue were not the governing Prin- 
ciples, or diſpoſing Motives; that their Quarrel is not 
ſo much at the Thing, as at the Hands it is in, that they 
themſelves would do the ſame Things, and have Plea- 
ſure in them. EN ; 


To come up to the Intendment therefore of this Com- 
mand, we muſt not as St. Paul preſcribes in the Parallel 
Place, ſo much as touch the unclean Thing, but put it quite 
away from among us, i. e. not only forſake every Thing 
that is idolatrous and ſuperſtitious in itſelf, but likewiſe 
every Thing that looks like it, or may lead that Way, 
that hath heretofore been the Cauſe of it, or may again 
bring us back to it. The Rule here is the ſame as in 
all other Caſes ; where a Diſeaſe is once removed, the 
Thing principally to be conſulted is, to put the Conſti- 
tution into ſuch a State as will moſt likely prevent the 
Patients Relapſe, and the ſame Diſtempers in any De- 
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gree from returning upon him; of which there never 
dan be any full and ſatisfying Security, whilſt any of 
the old Habit remains: If there be ever ſo little of it left, 
it will by inſinuating and mixing with the Juices, in 
Time ſour and corrupt the whole Maſs, and in Caſes of 
Relapſe, — are commonly ſo inveterate as to be 


When I talk of altering the whole Habit, I do not 
mean that Things become unlawful, merely, becauſe they 
were before allowed, or enjoyned by a Popiſh and Ido- 
fatrous Church, Even fuch an one might have' ſome 
Rites, which it might be ſafe and prudent to retain. 
This would be too much in the Way of the Jeſuit, who 
1 a Paſſage of Scripture, refuſed to take that 
Senſe which he acknowledged to be the true one, 'be- 
cauſe Calvin had avowed it, for his : But this I may and 
do ſay, that whatever hath been the Mean of Superſti- 
tion heretofore, hath been abuſed to ſuperſtitious' Uſe, 
- and for it's Subſerviency in that Way hath been in much 
Eſteem and Veneration among them, may not ſafely, 
can hardly innocently be retained, becauſe, thoꝰ the 
wite and conſiderate, knowing the exact Limits of right 
and wrong, where and when to ſtop, may avoid Super- 
Nition in the Uſe of it, yet ſuch Things are Snafes to 
weak Minds, who from admiring are too eafily led to 
adoring, but when they have been once carried ſo far, 
are never, or with great Difficulty afterwards to be re- 
covered or brought back. 


But the principal Head of Inquiry in ſuch Cafe ſhould 
be: What is the true Spring, and Support of Popery ? 
What is that, which firſt gave Riſe and Being to all their 
falſe DoQtines and Practices, and by which they are 
ſtill ſupported and propagated ? What is it alſo that 
makes Popery that dangerous and dreadful Thing it is ? 
For, whatever theſe are, there the Axe ſhould be laid, 
and never ceaſing Labour applied till every Fibre of 
r is plucked away; and that for theſe two eſpecial 

ons: * 


t. That 
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1. That Hany of it is left; it may hereafter ſpring 
nn Bo 


. 
. 


2. Becauſe in many Cafes, a Man by * 4 
Principle, cannot conſiſtently diſallow the Con- 
cluſion drawn from it, but may be driven to very 
awkard Shifts to defend himſelf. 


; Allow me to inlarge a little for the Illuſtration of | 


1. If any of it is left, it may hereafter ſpring up to 
anew Harveſt. It may: But what Likelihood is there 
that it will? Much, on many Accounts, eſpecially if 
they who ought to watch their Motions, are inatten- 
tive, careleſs and ſecure ; becauſe they are ever aſſiduous 
and buſy, and ceaſe not to labour and ſow, even where 
there is no preſent Proſpect of reaping. : 


It is true they ſow nothing but Tares, and if the De- 
fenders of Truth and Error, were to ſet out together, 
and keep equi Pace, and each to uſe none but honeſt 
and direct Arts; the, former would always maintain a 

eater Party in the World, becauſe in general the Evi» 

nces of Truth lie more eaſy and open to the Under- 
ſtanding: But this is what they never do, the latter 
knowing what their Cauſe requires, either by preſſing 
on more 1 or by taking ſhort Cuts and bye 
Roads, whi other deſpiſe, are generally ſure to 


* 


outſtrip them. 


Beſides, they who agree with them in the fundament- 
al Principles of their Hierarchy, are ſo many Inſtru- 
ments fitted and prepared to carry forward their Scheme 
and give it Succeſs ; if a favourable Opportunity pre- 
ſented, they are in a proper Poſture to revert to them; 
'The Gulph between them is neither ſo broad, nor 
deep, but that ra may paſs the one to the other z ſo 
they judge and fo I think. It is at preſent, one Topic 
F | e 
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whereby e and confirm the wavering and 
unſtable in _ _ CH _ doubtleſs _ 
be urged on Occaſion with great Energy to elyte 
and bring over others. | n 


This may not be ſeen, indeed may not be adverted 
to, when Favour and Power and large Poſſeſſions are on 
the Side of Truth. But if by any untoward Chance, 
theſe ſnould happen to change Sides, and draw the con- 
trary Way; there is little that I ſee to keep ſome Men 
from going along: I know Men will ſometimes train 
at a Gnat, tho* they have before ſ wallowed a Camel; 
but I do not think it is Conſcience that makes them ſo 
ſqueamiſh, and if the Matter came once to this, that 
the only Difficulty was whether they ſhould pay impli- 
Cit Faith to the Pope at Rome, or a Conſiſtory of Preſ- 
byters at Geneva, a few Pounds Troy Weight, I dare 
ſay, would quickly decide and caſt the Ballance. For, 


2. He who admits the Principle can ſeldom with an 
_ Conſiſtency diſallow the Concluſion; or if he do, — 
be driven to very awkard Shifts to defend himſelf. 


V. G. If T once admit that any Set of Men have 
a Right to judge in Controverſies of Faith, to make 
authoritative Interpretations of Scripture, and to exact 
Faith and Conformity from all the Members of Chriſt's 
Body, I muſt afterwards with a very ill 3 
any Particularities impoſed by them: TRANS UB- 
STANTIATION, abſurd and ſhocking as it is, 
would go eaſily down, becauſe having renounced, or van- 
quiſhed my Reaſon in the 1ſt, Inſtance, it would be Folly 
and Phrenſy to examine or diſpute any ſubſequent Pro- 
poſition they might offer. 


| 4 * inſtanced in this Particular, becauſe it is the 
very Root from which Popery ſprang, which having diſ- 
covered, we have in a Marne found all that we have 
been ſearching for, and meaſured almoſt the Line of that 
Duty which the Text preſcribes. There have indeed 
been two Articles beſides introduced, as ſubſidiary => 


1 9.1. 
this, which add Strength and Firmneſs to their Build- 
ing, and which, if not removed, will for ever keep it 
from tumbling, via. | N 


1. An high Reſpect and Veneration for Antiquity, 


2. A Power of Miracles for ſeveral ſueceſſive Ages 
in the Church, | | | 


From each they have drawn very conſiderable Ad- 
vantages, and been able to raiſe their Building to a 
Height, that even the warmeſt Imagination could not 
have reached at firſt ſetting out, 


The 1ſt. “ as a learned Prelate obſerves, would haus 
prevented all Reformation where it is, and hath: ſet an in- 
vincible Barrier againſt it, where it is not. For the 
Reaſon already aſſigned, that he who admits it, obliges 
himſelf thenceforward to give up his Reaſon and Senſes, 
and argue no more. And good Reaſon why! Becauſe 
by this a Papiſt, if he knows what he is about, can 
prove any Thing and every Thing. Let the Queſtion 
be about Reliques, Invocation of Saints, Worthip of 
Images, the Sacrifice of the Maſs, Prayers for the Dead ; 
they bear all the Stamp of Antiquityf and come down 
to us conſecrated and recommended by very venerable 
Names. He will produce a Tertullian or Cyprian to 
vouch for ſome of them, a Cbryſoſtom, Auſtin or Ferom, 
to vouch for them all. A Man therefore acts very im- 
prudently, who puts his Cauſe to be tried by an Iſſue, 
where the Jurors have already declared to one Side, and 
is thence ſure that the Verdict will be againſt him: 
What then is to be done ? Or how are we to deal with 
them? Why thus! admit of no Umpire but Scripture 
and Reaſon. Scripture, for the Rule of Faith; and 
Reaſon, for the Arbitrator of Uſages: Never trouble 

r Heads with inquiring or determining, how early, 
or how tong ſuch Doctrines or Cuſtoms obtained, by 
how many or how great Names recommended or prac- 


ddel, bur bring them all to this fair Tel; have they | 


2 br. Eh, Biſhop of Wincheftr; 
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the Sanction of a divine Command ? Are they fit and 
proper,” and expedient ? and then you will be ſure to 
ſtand your Ground, and baffle and foil them in every 


The 2. viz. 4 Power of Miracles for ſeveral ſuc- 
ceſſive Ages in the Church. 'Tho? they have made a 
gainful Traffick by it, is, in the Way they have ma- 
naged it, the. greateſt Blunder in their whole Scheme; 
ſor pretending that this Power ſtill continues among 
them, they expoſe the Fallacy of the whole to any one 
that will keep his Eyes open, and at all obſerve what they 
are doing. 
When this Power really ceaſed, may not be very eaſy 
to determine; the Pretences to it — — 8 4 
up thro” every Age, but it is ſha pudence 
2 K ſtill fubſiſts At ſometimes if you will believe 
Chryfoflom, Ambroſe, or Auflin, it had ceaſed long be- 
fore their Time; and yet anon they wil! talk of it's be- 
ing renewed and reſtored in their Days, and you have 
the laſt named in particular, giving Orders to have Bills 
made o, ſuch Miracles as were really wrought, and in 
a celebrated Piece tells you of ſeveral that were wrought 
to his own Knowledge: “ The Papiſts indeed, as if they 
believed the Deceit to be too groſs to paſs currently, 
have qualified it a little, by transferring the Power from 
Perſons to Things, whence it is that even by their own 
Reports, from the Beginning of the 4th Century down, 
the Miracles are all wrought by ſome Relique or Trum- 
:pery ; ſuch as conſecrated Oil, the Sign of the Croſs, 
or the Bones or Blood of Martyrs, at their Shrines and 
"Combs, where it was uſual to make their Prayers and 


Now fee, to what a Dilemma a Man may be driven, 


dy conſenting to take the Authority of the ®/riters of 


thoſe Ages, either for Doctrines or Facts: If I reſt upon 


their Credit at all, I muſt believe that ſuch and ſuch Mi- 


racles 
* For what is here ſaid the Reader, if he pleate, may con- 


ſult Chry/oft. erat cont. Gent. Abr. Ep. ad Sor. Marcel. Au- 


guſtin de Crit. Dei. 22. cap. 8. 


L111 

racles were really wrought, for they Vouch them to me; 
and if I receive the Miracles, with what Face can I refuſe 
to receive thoſe Cuſtoms, Dp&rines, and Uſages, which 
the Miracles were introduced to confirm ? Can I Sub- 
ſcribe to the firſt, and with any Propriety, refaſe my 
Suffrage to the laſt ? Muſt not a Conduct fo unaccountable 
if I do, impair my Credit, and raiſe Suſpicions to the 
Diſadvantage of my Cauſe? Will it not be Occaſion of 
Triumph to Papiſts and Deriſion to Infidets'? And un- 
der fuch — can I hope to convince the One, 
or reform the Other? Do 1 then deal ingenuouſly, and 
act honeſtly, and can I ſay with Comfort to my own 
Conſcience, that J have fulfilled the Commandment of 
the Lord, have cleanſed my Heart, and waſhed my Gar- 
ments, got gut of the reach of Infection, and Hazard of 


Relapſe, and others may ſafely go along and bear me 


Company? mY 4 4h 
But, neither is this all : For I told you of another 
Inquiry that is to be made: vg. What is that 
« which makes Popery that dreadful Thing it 
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And this vill include 2 third Particular, which wil 
— compleat the Deſign of this Diſcourſe and put an 
d to it. | | 83 


Fiz. How after ſeparating from the Commynionof it, 
we ſhould demean ourſelves to thoſe who are un- 
happily ſtill Members of it. 5 


As to the Firſt : The Terror of Popery conſiſts prin- 
Cipally in this, That it allows no Toleration to Diſſen- 
ters, but claims a Right of impoſing her own Faith upon 
every other, and of perſecuting even to Death all who 
will not ſubmit to receive it, | 4 


They cannot pretend that in this I charge them falſe- 
Iy ; but they may alledge, that — — th the ſame 
to anſwer for in ſome Degree : That it is what they 
have all done in their Turns, as often as had Power 
and Opportunity, and have ſometimes yon ſhewn a 


* 


/ 
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Propenſity to it when they had it not in their Power: That 
it is an Evil (if it be one) which attended Chriſtianity. 
before Po had its Eſtabliſhment, and hath ſeldom 
failed to follow the Succeſſes and Triumphs of every Par- 
.nu. 9 20 l A 


How this is to be accounted for : Whether from the 
Luſt of Dominion, inſeparable (as ſome think) from hu- 
man Nature; or whether it be the Off-ſpring of civil 
Tyranny (as others imagine more juſtly) grafted on Na- 
ture and improved by Art; or the Effect of a Dog- 
matick Theology inſpiring a ſtrong Averſion to Falſhood,, 
and that Averſion cheriſhed by Piety, giving Birth to a 
blind, ungovernable Zeal, that always dictates Com- 
pulſion, when Argument fails: Whether to one or all of 
theſe Cauſes it is owing, I am not engaged to deter- 
mine: What it behoves me moſt to obſerve and inſiſt up- 


on is; that even if the Allegation were true, it is a bad 


Apology ; becauſe my Guilt is nevertheleſs for another's 
having done the ſame ; and (a.) that tho” all may have 
ſinned, yet none in the Degeee that ſhe hath, none have 
ever carried the Principle of Intolerance ſo far, or ſo 
high : None hath ever exalted. berſelf ſo far above ber Fel- 
lows, nor been ſq often drunk with the Blood of the Saints +. 
Sbe hath made War with the Saints and overcome them ; 
and as many as would not worſhip the Image of the Beaſt 


ſhe bath killed. 


This Diſſociability, this dogmatizing, cruel, enſlaving 
Principle, is that which makes Popery ſo very dreadful ; 
but for this, all her other Errors, the Foppe and Folly of 
herWorſhip,the Abſurdity and Nonſenſe of her Doctrines, 
altogether, would call not for Reſentment but Compaſſi- 
on; for where I am in no Danger of being hurt, I have, 
no Reaſon to quarrel; and if another is ſo fooliſh as to 
bend his Knee, or bow the Head to an Image, to wor- 
ſhip a Crucifix, ora Bit of Bread, or to invoke a Mor- 
tal like himſelf for what no Mortal can do; tho' it may 
do much Hurt to him, it can do none to me, whilſt 
am free to take my own Way, and. follow my own 
Judgment, What is it to me, that one believes a Lie, if 

am tree to profeſs the Truth? but if another, not con- 


tent 
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tent with the Extravagance of his own Faith, , ſhall 
claim a Right of compelling Recuſants, and apply for 
their Converſion by Fire, Racks, Faggots and Gibbets, 1 
am thereby ſummoned to a neceſſary Self-Defence, and 
acquitted, if by ſuperior Power or Art I can defeat the 
Malice of his Intentions. . 2 | 


No this irreligious Principle is of the very Eſſence - 
of Popery, and a - from her Conſtitution, as | 
having the Sanction of all her Canons and Councils; and 
as by holding it avowedly, ſhe hath in Effect declared 
War againſt all Mankind, fo by that, conſequentially for- 
feited her Pretenſions to all ſocial Privileges, and the 
Protection of every State where ſhe is not the ruling Re- 
ligion : In this Way of Reaſoning, how the Conſequence 

is to be got over I do not ſee. For undoubtedly, they who 
will endure no Religion but their own, inſtruct but too 
well all others, how to treat them in their Turns ; as 

from thence all others are ſure, that they can have no 

Hopes of Safety but in their Depreſſion. 1 


It is farther inforced by a Reaſon peculiarly reſpecting 
the State of theſe Kingdoms; here Papiſts are upon a = 
different Footing from what they are any where elſe, and 
not to be conſidered in the ſame Relation: Here their 
Religion obliges them to diſclaim Allegiance to their 
lawful Sovereign, and transfer it to a foreign Power as 
often as Opportunity of doing it ſecurely ſhall tempt or 
invite them : They are ſubje& indeed for Wrath, but 
never for Conſcience-ſake, and becauſe all relative Obli- ' 
ations are reciprocal, they have for that Reaſon, no 
itle to Favour, and little to Protection. E State is 
juſtified in guarding againſt the Machinations and Aſſaults 
2 1 gcanel; and ef in bs: - — _ Mea- 
ures for Security, nd themſelves oppreſſed or ſe- 
verely handled, 5 long as they bear that Character, they 
cannot complain of Wrong or Injuſtice, nor can it be any 
Reſentment of the Laws of Humanity, to deny them _ 
that Indulgence which common Senſe, as well as tho | 
Precepts of Chriſtianity tell us, is the due of all others. 
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Tho? the Evil of their Caſe ſprings intirely out of their 
Religion, yet let it be remembred, that this Conſequence 
will hold only in a political View : For as a Religious 
SeQ, not interfering with the Goyernment under which 
they live, neither the Extravagance of their Faith, or Su- 

ition, will be an allowable Plea for barring them of 
any of the common Rights of Nature and Society, For 
though wicked Doctrines broach'd with Deſign, and con- 
ducted with Impiety, V. G. That the Pope may dif. 
«« penſe with all Oaths; that he may abſolve Sub- 
«< jets from their Allegiance; that Faith may not be 
« ke with Hergtics, and that heretical Princes may be 
« {lain by their Subjects, if theChurchCommands,” are not 
ta be endured ; yet the major Part of the preſent Profeſ. 
ſors may be free of that Deſign, and of he Impiety too. 
In many Caſes they may not ſee the Conſequences of 
their own Opinions, nor the Evil of their DoQrines ; and 
where they do not, they are not in Strictneſs to be charged 
to them: That even where they do, Preſcription is a Pre- 
judice oftentimes unſurmountable; and where Prejudices 
ace invincible, tho” they ate ill grounded and falſe, yet 
they are not criminal. That no People upon Earth (not 
the Jews excepted) ever lay under ſo many and ſtrong 
ones, ſo early and deeply impreſſed, before any dawning 
of Reaſon appears within, and then hedged in and about 
with ſuch Art and Care. 2: oy | 


That the ſureſt Way to win upon them, as N 
others, is by Mildneſs and Gentleneſs; that Ragcour and 
Severity, inſtead af removing, always harden and rivet 
Prejudices ; and that I can never more to convince or per- 
ſuade any Man, who knows by Senſe and Feeling, that I 
hate him; that to perſecute them, is to be too like them- 
ſelves, and gives them the ſame Ground of Quarrel 
againſt us, and the ſtrongeſt and moſt juſtifiable too, that 
we have againſt them: That this is one of the principal 
Matters, which makes Communion with that Church, 
both unlaw ful and unſafe, and that no Man hath ſuffici- 
ently reformed, tho he hath quit all the other Errors of 
Popery, it ke hold by this OUT * 
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But then theſe ſame People are to be told, that tho?. 
we "adviſe Tenderneſs and Forbearance on religious 
accounts, yet that they are never to expect any Relaxa- 
tion of Ditcpline, that is neceſſary for the Security of 
our Government; that we are too ſenſible. of the Ad- 
vantages of our preſent Conſtitution, and the man 
Bleflings we enjoy, under it's preſent Guardians and 
Protectors, to think of ever parting with either, that 
wever che neceſſary Means of preſerving theſe, may 
be irkſome, inconvenient, or hurtful to them, they are 
warranted to us by every Maxim of Prudence and 
Senſe: and that moſt of what they feel or ſuffer, is to 
be avoided -or relieved by being honeſt Men and good 
Subjects. | wa | 


That they ſuffer many of them in their Perſons, Pro- 
rties, and Privileges, I admit, and muſt own, that Na- 
ure is ever apt to wince, and with Difficulty reconciled 
to Evil and Oppreſſion : But they ſhould conſider what 
it is they ſuffer for; let them look to the Cauſes of it, 
and ſee whence theſe Evils came upon them: They 
cannot be inſenſible that by Treaſon and Rebellion Men 
juſtly forfeit ſocial Rights; that tho' ſome of them may 
be innocent, their Fathers certainly were guilty ; and in 
the Courſe of Providence, even where human Power doth 
not interpoſe to inflict them, ſuch Sufferings are common 
and ſometimes unavoidable. They cannot ſay that any 
fundamental Law of Nature, or of the Conſtitution, 
was diſpenſed with to bring the Evil upon them ; nor 
can they deny that had their Schemes taken Effect, no 
Laws would have availed to have ſecured us from much 
greater. | | | i | 


Let them again reflect, that when, after violent and 
bloody Struggles, a Conſtitution hath been preſerved from 
Ruin, there is no Way of Rewarding ſuch as hazarded 

their Lives and Fortunes in its Defence, but out of the 
Properties of the Delinquents; and that as the Evil is 
now irremediable, other very ſafe and laudable Methods 


— 
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of repairing their decayed Fortunes, which lie open be- 
fore them, ſhould in Reaſon be tried and attempted, ra- 
ther than that deſperate hopeleſs one, firlt and laſt in all 
their Thoughts; which were there a Poſſibility of effec- 
tuating by Force and Violence, muſt yet bring before 
them ſuch Scenes of Blood, Confuſion and Devaſtation, 
as might ſhock even the moſt reſolute, and prevent a 
Wich of that Kind from ariſing in any human Breaſt. 


— Theſe Nog duly reflected upon, would undoubted- 
h have ſome Weight : For notwithſtanding the malign 
nfluence of their Religion, the Bulk of them act wrong 
from Miſtake, rather (I charitably hope) than from Prin- 
ciple, and it would go a great Way to their Recovery, 
could they be brought to conſider and reflect. They 
would by this ſee, that even were their darling Scheme 
accompliſhed, no Advantage would follow to them; 
r and wretched as they are, their Slavery would till 
the ſame or worſe ! They would change Maſters, 
but not Conditions; or, if ſome few could be profited, 
Experience will tell them they could be very few! how 
were their ſuffering Fathers in like Caſe rewarded ? Did 
their Loyalty redeem their Property? Will Circumſtances 
in any Caſe of the Kind bear ſuch Hopes? Did not the 
ſame Hopes undo them before? And will they be the 
Fools to ſuffer the ſame Trick to be play'd upon them 
again? To be the Dupes of Foreign Policy: The Tools 
of another's Ambition, who would not be able to re- 
ward them, tho” he were diſpoſed to it, nor diſpoſed to 
it, tho' he were able. ; | 


But they have their Religion to contend for. Alaſs ! It 
is the Thing of all others, leaſt worth contending for! Let 
any of them ſhew, what there is in it, that is good, that 
1s not preſerved in the eſtabliſhed Forms ; from which it 
ſtands diſtinguiſhed only by ſome ſuperſtitious Formalities 
ſuperadded to the pure Doctrine of Chriſt, neither plea- 
ſing to God, nor uſeful to any, but to the Inventors, 
whoſe Inſtruments they are to inſlave the World, and to 
aggrandiſe themſelves : Doth their Salvation depend upon 
them ? Do ſuch Things ſanQify or make them better ? 
Will they bring them nearer to God, or qualify them 
tor 


Ws ' 
for an Inheritance in Heaven? No! That nothing can 
do, but doing the Will of, God, and keeping his Com- 
mandments. x „ 


. 4 ; | 

Let them then aſk themſelves, or anſwer me, who 
now demand it of them, hath God commanded any of 
thoſe Particularities wherein they differ from us? They 
cannot ſhew it, nor do they indeed pretend to it: Who 
then, I would aſk them again, who thinks ſoberly orgis at 
all in his Wits, would forfeit his Temporal Rights, 
throw away the chief Goods of this World, all the 
choiceſt Advantages of Society, for a few idle unprofita- 
ble Opinions, that here or hereafter can do him no Good, 
For my own Part, I muſt, and will ſay it, that were 
the Things harmleſs and innocent, as indeed they are 
not; was I in their Situation, I would part with them 
all, rather than give up any one ſocial Privilege or Right 
of Nature. Why? Becauſe I know I can go to Heaven 
without them, and that I ſhall never be queſtioned about 
the Neglect of them there: And that had I any moral 
Defe&, or Incapacity, ſuch as might bar my Entrance 
there, nothing of that Kind could ſupply the Defect: 
and then, for a Man to loſe his Share of the good Things 
of this World, whilſt he might keep them and uſe them 
with Innocency, without any Proſpe& of being repaid 
in another, is to me a very fooliſh Procedure. 


I will not in arguing with them, tell them they cannot 
be ſaved in the Profeſſion they are: Becauſe I ſhall never 
make outward-Forms, either the Limits or Conditions of 
God's Mercy: And becauſe I do not certainly know, 
how far their Errors are the Effects of Ignorance, nor 
what Circumſtances moſt of them may be under, which 
may make their [gnorance excuſable : But this I will tell 
them, that their Profeſſion will not ſave them, and that it 
is therefore unpardonable, fooliſh Obſtinacy in them to 
ſtand out and to incur preſent Damage and Loſs, for 
what, can never bring in any Return of Profit or Advan- 
tage. 


D But 
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But they have been uſed to meaſure and eſtimate ſueh 
Things by a different Standard, and the Difficulty is to 
convince them that that Standard is falſe: As yet it is 
true, Things appear to them in a different Light from 
what I am here repreſenting them: but then, it is be- 
cauſe they have really never thought of them : their un- 
derſtandings have never had fair Play, they have not 
made uſe of their own, but of other Men's, Men who 
have an Intereſt in blinding and deceiving them, who 
put out the Light, by which theſe Things only can be 
ſeen, and never truſt them to the Guidance of their own 
Reaſon : Would they but once aſſert that unalienable 
Privilege veſted in them by God, of examining and 
Judging for themſelves; would they throw off that ſer- 
ile Awe, which long Slavery hath brought upon their 
Minds, become for once their own Confeſſors, and aſk 
themſelves this ſhort and eaſy Queſtion, Are theſe Things 
0? Have Matters been fairly and equally repreſented ? 
ave our Spiritual Guides been faithful and honeſt ? 
Have they ſought our Good or their own ? Would they 
they then try what their own Reaſon can ſay for, or 
againſt it ; then turn to their Bibles, and ſec how far they 
accord and agree with one, or the other; their Trou- 
ble and our's too, would ſoon be over, and we might 
hope to unite upon one firm and ſolid Foundation, that 
would make the Church ſecure, the Country flouriſh, 
and the People the ſafeſt and happieſt upon the Face of 


the Earth. f 


It would ſound like an Exceſs of Charity in me, to 
ſay with St. Paul, That I could wiſh myſelf accurſed 
from Chriſt, for theſe my Bretbren according to the Fleſh, 
but I may ſay without a Figure, that it is a Subject of 
real Sorrow and Heavineſs, that Creatures formed with 
Endowments, fit and ſufficient to make them wiſe and 
happy, ſhould paſs thro' Life, come and go off the 
Stage, without ever ſpending one ferious Thought 
about the true Methods of making them ſo: Regardleſs, 
deaf to every Thing that can be ſaid to perſuade them, 
uſing every Art torivet their own Prejudices, hugging their 
Chains, and rejoicing in their own Blindneſs an — 


{ 


119 J 


All Bigots are pitiable Objects, but the moſt com- 
paſſionable that can be preſented to Human Sight, is a 
Papiſt, who is a. Man of Senſe. To behold a Perſon, 
in all Civil Matters, in all the ordinary Concerns of Life, 
diſplaying ſound Judgment and ſolid: Underſtanding, fer- 
tile of Invention, expert in Buſineſs, ingenious in contri- 
ving, and prudent in Execution: watchful againſt Sur- 
ife, wary of Deceit, not credulous, nor eaſy to be 
impoſed upon: humane and gentle in his Temper, oblig- 
ing in his Diſpoſition, , amiable in his Manners ; to be- 
hold, I ſay, this ſame Creature, the Slave of a Prieſt, 
with his Underſtanding and Conſcience both in his keep- 
ing: believing Fables and Fictions, which in any other 
Account he would bluſh to repeat, and practiſing Fool- 
eries, that he would think ridiculous in a Child, and 
laugh at the Simplicity, which ſet them upon them; 
incurious in an Affair that regards them more than 
other; never once enquiring, or thinking what he 1s 
uing or about; but impatient, and boiling into 
aſſion, when his Folly is ever ſo tenderly expoſed, and 
ready to do any the moſt ill· natured and cruel Office to his 
Fellow Creature, whenever bis Church is pleaſed to call 
upon him, to kindle up his Zeal. Such a Man to me, 
and ſuch I have beheld, is a Spectacle the moſt moving, 
and ſuch as I never can look upon, without ſome very 
uneaſy Senſations, and very diſagreeable Reflections. 


Did their Eternal Welfare depend upon acting thus? 
Could they have any rational Aſſurance, that it would 
help them forward in the way of Salvation, that ſuch 
Conduct could be any way pleaſing to God: Vet, even 
ſo, it would be their Duty to examine and ſearch once 
in their Lives into the ground of their Faith and Perſua- 
ſion. The Obſtinacy with which they avoid it, would even 
then be inexcuſable : But as this_is impoſſible, becauſe 
irreconcilable wrth God's Being and Attributes, it behoves 
them to conſider, how they will account and acquit 
themſelves to him for the Neglect: How is it they 
conceive of God, what Kind of Being they take him to 
be, when they imagine he could put the Salvation of 


his Creatures upon any ſuch uncertain Hazard ; upon 
: Conditions 
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Conditions that Millions can never have any Knowledge 
of: That thoſe who have heard moſt of them, can 
never ſee any juſt Reaſon to accept, and they who have 
received them can never be the better of. | 


" Wherefore my Brethren come out from among them, and 
be ye ſeparate and touch not the unclean Thing, and I will re- 
ceive You, and will be a Hatber unto You, and Ye ſball be 
my Sons and my Daughters, ſaith the Lord God Almighty. 


And for us, who have ſeparated, let us be Examples to 
them in all Holineſs, in Gentleneſs and Meekneſs, in- 
ſtructing them, if God peradventure ſhall give ſome of 
them Repentance, to the Acknowledgment of the Truth, 
that they may now, even now, ſee the Things that be- 
long to their — before they be hid from their Eyes: 
Now when the Arms of Mercy are extending wide to 
receive them, and their Political Parents are contrivin 
. Means to make them eaſy and ſafe ; that by Perverſeneſs 
and Obſtinacy or any imprudent Oppoſition to thoſe 
Means, none of them may be Hindrances of the Good 
intended for them, and ſo draw upon themſelves, greater 
Degrees of Severity, than what they have already felt, 
and at preſent complain of. 


Let us then with one Accord put up our Petitions to 
Heaven, to give a proſperous Iſſue to theſe good Deſigns z 


Let us pray for the Peace of alle and may all thoſe 
proſper who love her. 2 . Wo 
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Now to God, Sc. 9 — 
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